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Data Banks--Good or Evil

Considerable concern. has been expressed over
plans for central data banks in which economic and
social statistics collected by a multitude of federal
agencies would  be consoliated and computerized.
Ostensibly, the purpose of such banks would be to
speed the good works of government. The great fear,
however, is that such data. covering nearly every facet
of our personal lives, could prove a horrendous weapon
in‘the hands of the wrong person. ;

When the head of a firm-—International Business
Machines Corporation—which pioneered the data pro-
cessing techniques i
those machines, we laymen listen. Laymen listened
attentively in ‘San Francisco recently when Thomas J.
Watson Jr., chairman of 1BM, spoke before the Com-
monwealth Club of California. Mr.' Watson recognized
the fact that “no manufacturer can make a data system
proof against human corruption.” The alternative? “A
heavy responsibility falls upon every one of ‘us as

citizéns to do this: help devise new pnblic policies— '

laws, ethical codes, standards of business practice—
to meet this new public problem.”

Eternal vigilance, as has sc long been said, surely
is the price of liberty.

A Losing Game

~ We don’t hear so much now about a little inflation
being gond for the country. We have reached the point
where even the Mu:wwmed should perceive that
they 't ki lm .of the game. According to cffi-
cial g‘f@htz,u.& dollar Tost 3.5 cents in purchasing
power during 1967. This year, economists predict the
dollar will suffer an even bigger loss. Federal spending
and the huge budget deficit are cited as the principal
causes. i
Durlwﬂn:!ourth quarter of 1967, the average per
capita income after taxes rose $33 with all but $€ of it
eaten by inflation. As time goes on, if inflation is not
halted; wage and income increases will mean less and
less. Keeping up with inflation resembles trying'to run
alongside an express train as it pulls out of the station.
The race should be called off. Inflation should be
stopped at'its source. Federal spending on limitless
welfare programs that will gradually become meaning-
le<s as federal budget deficits mount, thus feeding the
fires of more inflation, should be brought to an end.

Opinions of Others |

"It would be In order for the préss to start publi "

cizing the activities of the law-abiding citizen as well
the law-defying ones. In this year of political strife
«candidates for office may realize
port they could desire comes from
of this country to whom ‘law and order’
mean just what they represent.—Nantucket (Mass.)
Inquirer and Mirror.
R FPIRRY.

Open-minded or empty-headed—it depends on
whether you're defining yourself or someone else.—
Willium Chafee in the Walnut (Iowa) Burecu.

* * e

In the search for knowledge, vou usually find
how little you have.—~Bob Pearcy in the Danville (Ind.)
Gazette, {

* b4 *

Life has its disappointments but there is no rea-
son to be one of them.—Joseph M. Show Jr., Cherokee
County (Ala.) Herald.

L * *

A reckless driver is one who passes you in spite
of all your car can do.—Dale Holdridge, Langford (8.
Dak.) Bugle.

recognizes the potential for evil in -
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HERB CAEN SAYS:

‘His Nibs Wanders Among
The Dark, Crawly Things

Night beat: That man wan-
dering around Golden Gate
Park at 9:30 the other night
—ithat was Mayor Giuseppe
Alioto, making the first of
his several ‘“unannounced
visits (this one certainly was)
to_the. area that has been
described by purse-lipped old
ladies as filled with dark and
crawly things (tr.: hippies).
the Mayor: “It was

all most peaceful.. I didn’t
see a thing.” A lot of us who
use the Park: regularly could
have saved him the trouble.
On many a Saturday, I go
out there with my kid, Chris-
topher. We ride the slides
and merry-go-round, eat a
dumb hot dog, buy peanuts,
feed the squirrels in the
Arboretum, browse about

Hippie Hill, paddle a boat.

around Stow Lake, join the
mobs at the Steinhart Aquar-
ium and have a fine time
generally. And I still remem-
ber with fondness the sight
of a beautiful, long - haired
hippie girl tenderly stroking
the flanks of a policeman’s
horse.
LA R N I

Trips on a tripwriter:
Hey, how about those six
Edsels parked outside Mining
Chemist Dick Hall's house
south of hert. Truly a weird
sight, although the explana-
‘tion is  fairly mundane: he
has been collecting them to
sell at auction. (You'd be

FROM THE MAILBOX

District Attorney
Respect for Rule

That the final tally reach-
ed an u ted Los
Angeles County vote of
1,410,000 votes not so

Editor, Press-Herald:

I should like to express
my deepest appreciation to
the people of Los Angeles
County for thelr vote of con- much a personal victory as
fidence in re-e me 10 an overwhelming mandate

second term as " to enforce the rule of law.
A 4 “The tragic events follow-

Morning Report:

The National City Bank of New York flew three

tricolors at its Paris office the other day. If a mighty
- bank can forgive President de Gaulle and forget the Violate

troubles he has caused, so can L After all, he gave the
bankers bigger headaches. S
- kicked' NATO out of

led us for
‘of our gold. But we lived
of tha .wﬂ'ﬁ’h’othm if ‘the
‘are’ trying to:do him in pull it off.

b

Urges

of Law

ing the election stress the
urgency of a more meaning-
ful ‘personal dedication by
all citizens to the rule of
law. We need to recognize
that there are no remedies
for injustics in lawlessness
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surprised how many people
want an Edsel—it’s a reverse
status symbol.”) What I like
better is his definition of a
mining chemist: “That’s a
guy who doesn’t know any-
thing about mining and is
too lazy to be a chemist.”. ..
Author Curt Gentry of Tele-
graph Hill has-delivered a
manuscript to Putnam (for
fall publication) that many

Report From Our Man
In San Francisco

well turn into the block-
buster of the season. It's
titled “The Last Days of the
Late Great State of Cali-
fornia,” a tale set in 1969,
when the San Andrees Fault
opens and swallows us all. 1
hate to spoil the ending, but
the remaining 49 states have
a he'luva time getting along
without us nd our bounty.
* K b

Mixed bag: Bill Moore, the
Channel 2 newsman, is mar-
ried to Belva Davis, the
Channel 5 newswoman—and
if he doesn't stop locking
her out of the car every
time she’s called to cover a
story, we may have a better
story, . .. The Hunters Point

Boys Club, running a park-,

ing lot on Broadway near
Front (courtesy of the Re-
devt ent Agency), put
up a big sign reading “Keep
Smiling!” 1t was p
stolen, but the kids, still
smiling, continue to hand
out flowers to everybody
who parks there, .. .. Breath
of tskandal: The Russjan Hill
girl who was playing footsie
with that Telegraph Hill boy
(married) while her husband
was in New York might want
to know HE was joined by a
girl who flew in from Europe
for the occasion. Always glad
to help.

P K

taking ‘over the ‘Houston
Astrodome late in July for
that town’s first  big rock-
and-light show; in case “y:n

e-

were gw

Onward: SF's Bill Gra-
ham, the Hurok of rock, is

man, by the way, wrote the
all -timer, “Rose Room,”

- - {

note: Not one of S. F.’s cele-
brated rock. bands per
formed for any of the candi-
dates in our recent primary
because, they say, “We didn’t
want to get involved”

romptly Sfunny. I thought involve-

ment was their bag. '

‘Rabble Rousing

Has Advanecec
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when Governor

Rolph appeared on the steps

of the Capitol in the same

i

i
o

iri

o1

3

i
Hi
:
-

E

iH
£
g
¥

WILLIAM HOGAN

Published on Anniv

Bulletin Boards: A

g
{

£
F

3
g

£

-

388

;
i

§
P

ii
I

:
l

i
l

i

;

i
e
41

i
E

Manifestly, nobody has
any rights worth mentioning
in such a system, and the
Founding Fathers were de-
termined to prohibit l! in

X

their new republie,

ouicome of this insialous of
ticial conduet. . .
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